
Recent Printz Award Winners 
 
The Michael L. Printz Award is an award for a book that exemplifies literary excellence in young adult 
literature. It is named for a Topeka, Kansas school librarian who was a long-time active member of the 
Young Adult Library Services Association.  
 
2013 
Winner: In Darkness by Nick Lake 
Fifteen-year-old Shorty awakens beneath the ruins of a crumbled hospital in Haiti, where his weakening 
mind begins flashing back through his own violent history, the loss of his twin sister, and his mystical 
connection to Toussaint Louverture, the nineteenth-century revolutionary who helped liberate his country. 
 
Honor books: 
Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe by Benjamin Alire Sáenz  
 self-described natural misanthrope, Aristotle finds himself changed when he meets precocious Dante, 
whose open and intense friendship over a fateful summer compels Ari to question love, art, adulthood 
and even the secrets of the universe. 
 
Code Name Verity by Elizabeth Wein 
In this multifaceted tale of intrigue and loyalties, two young women find their friendship tested while 
fighting to save themselves and their secrets when caught behind enemy lines in occupied France during 
World War II. 
 
Dodger by Terry Pratchett  
In this wild historical adventure, 17-year-old Dodger rescues a young woman from an attack, is appointed 
assistant detective to Charlie Dickens, encounters the Demon Barber of Fleet Street, obtains his first 
tailored suit and learns from his mentor Solomon how to navigate a wide range of social and political 
circles. 
 
The White Bicycle by Beverley Brenna 
A summer spent as a “personal care assistant” in the French countryside turns into a journey of self-
realization and independence as 19-year-old Taylor Jane, who has Asperger’s Syndrome, tells in her own 
distinctive voice how she has the skills and heart to live life on her own terms. 
 
2012 
Winner: Where Things Come Back by John Corey Whaley 
Witty, sardonic Cullen Witter agonizes over the disappearance of his beloved brother, Gabriel, while 
everyone else in his stiflingly dull Arkansas town thrills to the apparent return of a long-extinct 
woodpecker. Kidnapping, bromance, arcane religious texts, and ornithology collide in this ground-
breaking coming-of-age tale. 

Honor Books: 
Why We Broke Up by Daniel HandlerIn this beautiful piece of bookmaking, heartbroken movie obsessive 
Min Green dumps a box of relationship ephemera on ex-love Ed Slaterton’s porch, each item attached to 
a raging, loving, insecure and regretful letter explaining how each memento contributed to their breakup. 

The Returning by Christine Hinwood  
A large cast of characters from two fictional kingdoms recover from a drawn-out, brutal war in a portrait 
both sweeping and specific as it explores the ramifications of the conflict on Cam, the only one who lives 
to return to his village. 



Jasper Jones by Craig Silvey  
Spurred by the mysterious death of a schoolmate, Charlie confronts racism and his fears as he learns 
about family, friendship and love in the oppressive heat of small-town 1960s Australia. Silvey weaves 
themes of freedom and loyalty with moments of humor in this wrenching novel. 

The Scorpio Races Maggie Stiefvater 
A bloody, intoxicating horse race on the Island of Thisby is the backdrop for this atmospheric novel. The 
heart-pounding story pits two teens against death – to win is to survive. 

2011 
Winner: Ship Breaker by Paolo Bacigalupi 

Honor Books:  
Stolen by Lucy Christopher 
Please Ignore Vera Dietz  by A.S. King 
Revolver written by Marcus Sedgwick 
Nothing written by Janne Teller 

2010 
Winner: Going Bovine by Libba Bray 

Honor Books:  
Charles and Emma: The Darwins’ Leap of Faith by Deborah Heiligman 
The Monstrumologist by Rick Yancey 
Punkzilla by Adam Rapp 
Tales of the Madman Underground: An Historical Romance, 1973 by John Barnes 

2009 
Winner: Jellicoe Road by Melina Marchetta 

Honor Books: 
The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the Nation, Vol. 2: The Kingdom on the Waves by M. 
T. Anderson 
The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-Banks by E. Lockhart 
Nation by Terry Pratchett 
Tender Morsels by Margo Lanagan 

For more Printz award books and other YALSA Award books get this Teen Book Finder app for iPhone & 
iPad: 

 

 

 

 

 

Or visit: bit.ly/bookawardslist for links to more awards lists. 


